
 Free Minds 2nd Saturdays 
  Fall 2015 
 
 M Station Classroom (2906 East MLK Jr., above the leasing office) 

 Event goes from 10 am—noon. We will have bagels and coffee on hand. You’re invited to bring 
brunch items to share! 

 Childcare provided by M Station Learning Center staff—kiddos (and guests) are welcome! 

 

Writing Our  
Stories 
 
How do we write about 
our own lives in ways that  
readers will find  
compelling? How can we 
use this writing to land a 
job or scholarship? These 
are some questions that 
poet and writing coach 
Laurie Filipelli will help us 
to answer through  
discussion and exercises. 
Laurie holds her MFA in 
Creative Writing and has 
helped countless students 
to craft personal  
statements.  

Understanding the 
Bechdel Test 

 
In 1985 “The Rule”  
appeared in a comic strip. 
The idea was to offer a 
simple way to measure 
gender equality or  
inequality in film. UT  
Austin professor of media  
studies, Suzanne Scott, 
will introduce us to this 
rule, which became 
known as the Bechdel 
test, leading a discussion 
of its origins, its  
usefulness, and the  
representation of women 

in film today.  

The Myth of Race 

 
Jacqueline Jones is a  
professor of history at UT 
Austin and author of A 
Dreadful Deceit: the Myth 
of Race from the Colonial 
Era to Obama’s America, 
which was a finalist for 
the 2013 Pulitzer Prize in 
history. The book tells the 
story of six extraordinary 
individuals of African  
descent. We’re fortunate 
to have Jones join us to 
share her historical  
research on race in  

America.  

Quinceañeras and 
Latino Identity 

 

Rachel Gonzalez-Martin, a 
professor in UT Austin’s 
Department of Mexican 
American and  
Latino/a Studies, will  
discuss how Latino  
cultural traditions are 
venues for communities 
to express their complex 
identities. We’ll look at 

quinceañera culture from 
around the U.S., including 
food culture, dress, body 
art, and commercial  

industries. 
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