
 Free Minds 2nd Saturdays 
  Fall 2016 

 
 M Station Classroom (2906 East MLK Jr., above the leasing office) 

 10 am—noon. We will have bagels and coffee; you’re invited to bring brunch items to share! 
 Childcare provided by M Station Learning Center staff—kiddos and guests are welcome! 

 
Visit www.freemindsaustin.org/events to learn more. 

How Do We Think 

About God?  
 
ACC Philosophy Professor 

Matthew Daude Laurents will 

lead us through some of the 

major questions philoso-

phers ask (and try to an-

swer) about God. We will 

discuss the concept of God, 

as well as arguments think-

ers have made about the 

divine nature. Dr. Daude 

Laurents is the Dean of Arts 

and Humanities at ACC and 

has taught in Free Minds for 

seven years.  

 
  

Oral Histories & 

Latina/o’s WWII 
Contributions 

 
Who gets left out of main-

stream historical narratives? 

What can oral histories do to 

create a richer account of 

history? These are some 

questions that UT Lecturer 

Valerie Martinez explores in 

her research, which focuses 

on Latina/o contributions to 

World War II which that of-

ten get left out of the 

“official” written record. To-

gether, we will think about 

how oral histories can reveal 

valuable stories of struggle, 

survival, adventure, and pa-

triotism.  

Thinking Through 

Mathematics 
 

Einstein said, "The whole of 

mathematics is merely a re-

finement of everyday think-

ing." Puzzles, mistakes, and 

questions can show how 

mathematics is one result of 

clear thinking that you can 

do yourself. Come meet Dr. 

Michael Starbird, winner of 

UT Austin’s highest teaching 

awards, for a fresh take on 

math. Dr. Starbird’s books 

and videos have brought 

mathematics to hundreds of 

thousands of people in a fun, 

approachable way. Instead 

of turning way from math, 

learn how you can use it to 

become a more imaginative 

and effective thinker. 

Performing  

Experience  
(and experiencing  

performance) 

 

Madge Darlington is a pro-

ducer, director, and founder 

of the Rude Mechanicals 

Theatre Collective in Austin, 

TX. During this session, she 

will share stories from her 

20 years of experience work-

ing in a community-oriented 

theater company. We’ll also 

do some writing exercises 

together, adapted from Off 

Center Teens, a Rude Mech’s 

program that works with 

young people to write, pro-

duce, and perform original 

works for the stage. 

Sept. 10 Oct. 8 Nov. 12 Dec. 10 



 Free Minds 2nd Saturdays 
  Preview: Spring 2017 
 

 

It’s not too early to look forward to a great spring lineup;  
get out your 2017 calendars and plan to join us! 

 

Cynthia Levinson 

will be our host;  

Cynthia is an author of 

nonfiction books for 

young people, as well 

as a former teacher and  

education policy  

consultant.  

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Art Markman, 

the psychology  

researcher of “Two 

Guys on Your Head” 

fame will guide a  

session on what we 

mean by critical  

thinking, drawing on his 

2012 book Smart 

Thinking.  

 

Perry Crafton  

is a director and  

professor of drama at 

ACC who will share his 

work with us; his  

directing has  

received numerous 

awards from the  

American College  

Theatre Festival.   

 

Drea Brown  

is an instructor in UT 

Austin’s Department of  

African and  

African Diaspora  

Studies; in celebration 

of National Poetry 

Month this session will 

focus on African  

American women  

poets.  
 

Jan. 14 Feb. 11 March 11 April 8 

Free Minds is a program of Foundation Communities  ǀ 512-610-7961  ǀ  freeminds@foundcom.org 

3036 South 1st Street, Austin TX 78704  ǀ  www.freemindsaustin.org 


