
 Free Minds 2nd Saturdays 
  Fall 2017 
 
 M Station Classroom (2906 East MLK Jr., above the leasing office) 
 10 am—noon. We will have bagels and coffee; you’re invited to bring brunch items to share! 
 Childcare provided by M Station Learning Center staff—kiddos and guests are welcome! 

 
Visit www.freemindsaustin.org/events to learn more. 

 

Writing Public  
Tragedies 
 
Sadly, tragedies happen every 
day. Experiences with vio-
lence, loss, abuse, and natural 
disasters are magnified when 
in the public eye. We are 
drawn to tragedies because of 
our human connection and 
digital media provides us with 
an endless stream of global 
suffering that might pull us to 
write. How do we come to the 
page in private to write crea-
tively with news outlets in-
forming the details of attacks 
like the 2015 mass shooting at 
Emanuel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Charles-
ton, SC or the Syrian war and 
refugee crisis? How do we 
write with empathy and craft 
when facing so much pain and 
devastation? This workshop 
will explore writing in re-
sponse to public tragedies 
from the heart with care and 
an unblinking eye.  

Tracing the Roots of 
Terrorism 
 
In their book, The History of 
Terrorism, historians Gerard 
Chaliard and Arnaud Blin 
write that “terrorism is a 
way of creating power in the 
hope of seizing from below 
that which the state wields 
from on high.” In this ses-
sion, Dr. David Lauderback 
will introduce us to key con-
cepts in the long history of 
terrorism. Together, we’ll 
explore questions like, what 
do we mean by terror? How 
and when did modern terror-
ism arise? We’ll look at some 
short texts by thinkers like 
Sun Tzu, Machiavellli, and 
Robespierre, to illuminate 
the relationship between ter-
rorism and power. Professor 
Lauderback is a professor of 
history at ACC, where he’s 

Reading Dis/Ability 
 
What do representations of 
disability in literature and art 
have to do with real life 
struggles over disability rights 
and health care? What is the 
role of art in shaping our un-
derstanding of disability and 
ability, of illness and health. 
These are questions that Dr. 
Julie Minich, professor of Eng-
lish and Mexican American 
Studies thinks and writes 
about all the time in her 
work. During this session, Dr. 
Minich will introduce us to the 
relatively new field of disabil-
ity studies, helping us explore 
how we "read" disability in 
literature, art, and popular 
culture. Dr. Minich specializes 
in Chicana, feminist, and dis-
ability studies; she holds a 
PhD in Spanish and Portu-
guese from Stanford Universi-
ty.  
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