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The eyes of America are turned toward Texas as the Beto O’Rourke-Ted Cruz race gains 

national attention, but it may be another famous Texan who gave us the quote of this election 

season. A popular meme shows 85-year-old Willie Nelson declaring: “I think youngsters need to 

start thinking about the kind of world they are going to leave for me and Keith Richards!” 

 

But we know it isn’t really Willie and Keith’s futures that are most at stake in this critical 

midterm election. It’s the true young people—those Millennials aged 18 to 34—whose future 

will be impacted by the outcomes next week. Yet they are the generation least likely to head to 

the polls. 

 

We, the writers of the Free Minds Tuesday night workshop, hope that isn’t the case this time. We 

put out a call to young voters to make your voice heard. 

 

We arrive at the community room at M Station apartments each week as a diverse group. We are 

Millennials, Gen Xers, and Baby Boomers. We are white, black, brown. We are restaurant 

servers, single grandmothers raising grandchildren, veterans, retirees, and residents of this 

affordable housing complex. We are women and men. We look a lot like a cross-section of our 

community. 

 

And while we may not agree on all things, we agree on the importance of using our voices. We 

come together to write and share and honor each other’s stories. We hold space for our various 

backgrounds, hopes and fears. We put words on the page and speak them aloud, understanding 

the power of claiming what we know and what we have lived. And we are clear that on Tuesday 

we are voting for our futures, and that future needs to include the voices of those who will live it. 

 

We have reason for concern. As of this summer, only 28% of young adults said they were 

“absolutely certain” that they’d vote in the midterms, compared to 74% of seniors. Yet the 

Millennial generation is on its way to becoming the largest in America as the Boomer generation 

ages and shrinks. What does it mean if the group that will claim the biggest part of our 

population and be most impacted by policy change, military conflict, and judiciary picks doesn’t 

help shape the political system that determines such things? 

 

Well, as one of our group put it succinctly, we are all doomed. 

 

A Millennial in our group explained that she hadn’t always gone to the polls because she didn’t 

believe in the process, and we hear this a lot from younger people. Yet the process is cyclical. 

Voting doesn’t work if individuals don’t vote. But if they do, we have the opportunity to prove 

again that the people can have a voice in our political system. According to this Millennial, that’s 

how her generation can have hope again.  

 

And despite the doubts, the numbers show that voting counts. In the 2016 presidential election, 

the Electoral College was decided by just 107,000 votes across three states. That may sound like 



a lot, but consider that more than 130,000,000 votes were cast. We’re talking about 8 tenths of 1 

percent of voters tipping the scale to Donald Trump. (It’s likely that Millennials may have to 

Google the term “hanging chads” to understand how Florida sent George W. Bush to the White 

House in 2000 by the narrowest of margin.) 

 

Maybe we see voting in different ways depending on our generation. A Baby Boomer among us 

recalls how voting was so important in her childhood home that her father would come home 

from work early, change into his best clothes, and accompany her mother (in dress and heels) to 

the voting booth in November. The right to cast a ballot was sacred for her parents.  

 

How do we see voting as sacred again? Another Millennial in our group is hopeful that we are 

beginning to. She says that she has witnessed how friends her age who didn’t vote in 2016 were 

filled with deep regret. This time they’ve gotten off their butts to vote—early. She believes that 

alongside their regret is a shift in the social norms. As they hear about voting on social media 

and among their peers, they are more likely to do it themselves. (Your Facebook post matters!) 

 

We have a list of things we’d love to see our government do to encourage voting—mandate paid 

time off to cast a ballot, offer free buses to the polls, end tactics that lead to voter suppression. 

But we can’t change everything at once. What we can do is show up on Tuesday and vote. We’ll 

be gathered around our table, writing our words, using our voices, standing up for our stories and 

our futures. We hope you will too. 
 


