
Photographing Our Pandemic Life 

During our spring art history unit, Professor Janis Bergman-Carton focused on photography. In addition to studying the 

photographic portraits of Frederick Douglass and Lorna Simpson, students had the chance to compose a self-portrait 

to capture their lives during the COVID-19 pandemic, engaging with self-portraiture through a lens of  

activism and social change. Below are some of their images and accompanying descriptions.  

Alaa Abdulsamad 

This month is Ramadan for Muslims. It’s not the same during 

this unusual time. In this portrait, I’m preparing the dates we 

eat when we break our fast. I usually serve them to family and 

friends. I revive this memory despite isolation. I took this photo 

in day light. I like bright colors especially during gloomy days. 

Ramadan is special because family and friends gather around 

the feast wearing Kaftans, a traditional gown. I convey this  

tradition by wearing my long, purple Kaftan. I’m also wearing 

my Hijab. It’s part of my identity. The smile on my face repre-

sents hope for better days. 

 

 

 

Vaughan De Leon 

This time has allowed self-reflection. I have grown. I’m 

spending time picking myself apart and putting myself 

back together. In the background, I have my late brother’s 

painting. My brother is often in the back of my mind. I 

can’t go visit my family. All I can do is look at pictures and 

video chat. Much like my brother, I can look at pictures 

and videos, but I can’t see him. My face in this picture is 

not happy. I look tired. My days have been filled with  

juggling life, school, work, and my own sanity. This is me. 



Vincent Hill  

My goal was to get a photograph that looked  
natural. I hate having my photo taken, and I  
wanted to have a photo I liked without going too 
far out of my usual. My dad was a film major, and 
he took all his photos in black and white film.  
Color fades faster and doesn’t always have the 
right quality. Trying to get a nice close-up, I found 
this issue myself; the color balance was off—the 
lighting outside my control. I was able to make up 
for that using grayscale. It's nostalgic for me. 
Growing up, my school portraits were grayscale.  

 

 

 

 

 

Luzvy Lima  

I’ve been spending my time in this very seat. 
My best friend is in the back: the refrigerator. 
She’s kept me company and carries my  
favorite comfort foods when I feel lonely or 
sad. I spend most days wearing t-shirts.  
Today I’m happier than other days. I spent 
time outside with my daughter and caught up 
on TV shows. I had a great night’s sleep. From 
this spot, I can look to my left, out the  
window, and see my daughter play outside 
while I do homework. This might be a basic 
photograph, but my life is happening from 
this very spot.  



 
 
 

Martha Moran 
 
I photographed my kitchen because it’s 
where I can be myself. It's where I spend 
most of my time during isolation—
cooking breakfast, lunch, and dinner. I 
make everything with love. Every time I 
cook, my son gets excited and stands next 
to me. I don't have time to get bored. I’m 
a mother, wife, and now a teacher. There 
is always something for me to do. On the 
side of the fridge is my son’s kindergarten 
goal sheet as a reminder of what I have to 
teach him. Seeing my family happy is 
what keeps me strong.  

 

 

 

Erika Olivo 

Coronavirus will be remembered by our 
nation. It will change the way people 
live from now on. Will you feel  
comfortable shaking other people’s 
hands? What about giving that hug all 
of us desire right now? Not everyone 
will want to. COVID-19 has shown us 
what technology can do. My husband 
says, “You spend too much time on  
social media.” Yet social media is used 
to communicate around the globe. 
Churches are holding mass through  
Facebook Live! COVID-19 has also im-
pacted people's education, including 
mine. This virus has challenged many, 
but our Free Minds class will rise!!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consuelo Lerma Amezquita Prades 

 

The kitchen is the most important place in my home especially 
during this food crisis when the entire world is suffering. The 
television screen in the background shows hundreds of Austin 
cars in line receiving food from the Central Texas Food Bank. I 
believe God has a purpose for why He allows trials in life. He 
gives us the task to understand the purpose. I used a traditional 
front mid-shot view to capture myself and what I’m doing with 
my hands. This angle allowed for me to have all items displayed 
on the table. I added a vintage filter to enhance the look I  
desired.  


